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PARENTS/GUARDIANS:  KEEP THIS COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS 
 

MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR FIFTH GRADE PROMOTION TO SIXTH GRADE  

AT METROWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
READING 
The student… 

 

 scores above level 1 in reading on the FCAT.  attains or surpasses DRP level 4 or 5.  

 demonstrates one 1 year academic growth as assessed by 

Reading Mastery/Corrective Reading, Houghton Mifflin or 

other district approved assessment tests 

 recognizes the structure of words trough phonics, root words, 

prefixes, suffixes, and syllabication. 

 maintains at least a 2.0 grade point average in reading for the 

year. 

 attains 5.0 or higher Accelerated Reading level (read lots of 

books). 

 adjusts reading rate based on purpose, text difficulty, form, 

and style. 

 uses language structure to read multi-syllabic words in text. 

 demonstrates the ability to read grade level text.  understands spelling patterns. 

 uses new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly.  listens to, reads, and discusses familiar and conceptually 

challenging text. 

 use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar words.  categorizes key vocabulary and identify important features. 

 relates new vocabulary to familiar words.  identifies “shades of meaning” in related words (ex., blaring, loud) 

 uses meaning of familiar base words and affixes to determine 

meanings of unfamiliar complex words. 

 uses knowledge of antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and 

homographs to determine meanings of words. 

 determines the correct meaning of words with multiple 

meanings in context. 

 uses meaning of familiar roots and affixes derived from Greek 

and Latin to determine meanings of unfamiliar complex words. 

 determines meanings of words, pronunciation, parts of speech, 

etymologies, and alternate word choices by using a dictionary, 

thesaurus, and digital tools. 

 explains the purpose of text features (ex., format, graphics, 

diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps), uses prior knowledge to 

make and confirm predictions, and establishes a purpose for 

reading. 

 identifies the author’s purpose (ex., to persuade, inform, 

entertain, explain) and how an author’s perspective influences 

text. 

 determines the main idea or essential message in grade-level text 

through inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and identifying 

relevant details. 

 identifies cause-and-effect relationships in text.  compares and contrasts elements in multiple texts. 

 demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of various 

genres (ex., poetry, fiction, short story, dramatic literature) as 

forms with distinct characteristics and purposes. 

 identifies the text structure an author uses (ex., 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, sequence of events) and 

explains how it impacts meaning in text. 

 indentifies themes or topics across a variety of fiction and 

nonfiction selections. 

 demonstrates how rhythm and repetition as well as descriptive 

and figurative language help to communicate meaning in a poem. 

 uses interest and recommendations of others to select a 

balance of age and ability appropriate fiction materials to read 

(ex., novels, historical fiction, mythology, poetry) to expand the 

core foundation of knowledge necessary to function as a fully 

literate member of a shared culture. 

 uses strategies to repair comprehension of grade-appropriate 

text when self-monitoring indicates confusion, including but not 

limited to rereading, checking context clues, predicting, note-

making, summarizing, using graphic and semantic organizers, 

questioning, and clarifying by checking other sources. 

 identifies an author’s theme, and use details from the text to 

explain how the author developed that theme. 

 

 demonstrates an understanding of a literary selection, and 

depending on the selection, include evidence from the text, 

personal experience, and comparison to other text/media. 

 locates and analyzes the elements of plot structure, including 

exposition, setting, character development, rising/falling 

action, problem/resolution, and theme in a variety of fiction. 

 

 identifies and explains an author’s use of descriptive, idiomatic, 

and figurative language (ex., personification, similes, metaphors, 

symbolism), and examine how it is used to describe people, 

feelings, and objects. 

 explains changes in the vocabulary and language patterns of 

literary texts written across historical periods. 

 uses information from the text to answer questions related to 

explicitly stated main ideas or relevant details. 

 locates, explains, and uses information from text features (ex., 

table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/phrases, 

headings, subheadings, charts, graphs, illustrations). 

 writes a book report, review, or critique that identifies the main 

idea, character(s), setting, sequence of events, conflict, crisis, 

and resolution. 
 

 organizes information to show understanding (ex., representing 

main ideas within text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, 

or summarizing). 

 identifies the characteristics of a variety of types of text (ex., 

reference, newspapers, practical/functional texts). 
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 uses interest and recommendations of others to select a 

balance of age and ability appropriate nonfiction materials to 

read (ex., biographies and topical areas, such as animals, 

science, history) to continue building a core foundation of 

knowledge. 

  

WRITING 
The student will… 

overlay structure of story with strategies, usually 8 strategies for narrative and 8 strategies for expository. 

MATHEMATICS - maintains a 2.0 or better grade point average in Math 
ALGEBRA 
The student… 
 describes the process of finding quotients involving multi-digit 

dividends using models, place value, properties, and the 

relationship of division to multiplication 

 divides multi-digit whole numbers fluently, including solving real-world 

problems, demonstrating understanding of the standard algorithm 

and checking for reasonableness of results. 

 estimates quotients or calculates them mentally depending on the 

context and numbers involved. 

 interprets solutions to division situations including those with 

remainders depending on the context of the problem. 

 represents addition and subtraction of decimals and fractions with 

like and unlike denominators using models, place value, or 

properties. 

 adds and subtracts fractions and decimals fluently, and verifies the 

reasonableness of results, including in problem situations. 

 makes reasonable estimates of fractions and decimal sums and 

differences, and uses techniques for rounding. 

 determines the prime factorization of numbers. 

 uses the properties of equality to solve numerical and real-world 

situations. 

 constructs and describes a graph showing continuous data, such as a 

graph of a quantity that changes over time. 

 identifies and relates prime and composite numbers, factor, and 

multiples within the context of fractions. 

 uses the order of operations to simplify expressions which include 

exponents and parentheses. 

 describes real-world situations using positive and negative 

numbers. 

 compares, orders, and graphs integers shown on a number line. 

 solves non-routine problems using various strategies including 

“solving a simpler problem” and “guess, check, and revise.” 

 

 

GEOMETRY 
The student… 
 analyzes and compares the properties of two-dimensional figures 

and three-dimensional solids (polyhedral), including the number of 

edges, faces, and vertices, and type of faces. 

 describes, defines, and determines surface area and volume of prisms 

by using appropriate units and selecting strategies and tools. 

 identifies and plots ordered pairs on the first quadrant of the 

coordinate plane. 

 compares, contrasts, and converts units of measure within the same 

dimension (length, mass, or time) to solve problems. 

 solves problems requiring attention to approximation, selection of 

appropriate measuring tools, and precision of measurement. 

 derives and applies formulas for area of parallelograms, triangles, and 

trapezoids from the area of a rectangle. 
 

STATISTICS 
   The student… 
 constructs and analyzes line graphs and double bar graphs.  differentiates between continuous and discrete data, and determines 

ways to represent those using graphs and diagrams. 

SCIENCE 
THE NATURE OF MATTER 
The student… 

 knows that matter is conserved during heating and cooling. 
 knows that materials may be made of parts too small to be seen 

without magnification. 
 

ENERGY 
The student… 
 knows that energy can be described as stored energy (potential) or 

energy of motion (kinetic). 

 extends and refines use of a variety of tools to measure the gain or 

loss of energy. 

 knows that some materials conduct heat better others.  knows that the limited supply of usable energy sources (ex., fuels 
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 understands that convection, radiation and conduction are methods 

of heat transfer. 

such as coal or oil) places great significance on the development of 

renewable energy sources. 
 

FORCE AND MOTION 
The student… 
 uses scientific tools (ex., stopwatch, meter stick, compass) to 

measure speed, distance and direction of an object. 

 knows that waves travel at different speeds through different 

materials. 

 knows the relationship between the strength of a force and its 

effect on an object (ex., the greater the force, the greater the 

change in motion; the more massive the object, the smaller the 

effect of a given force. 

 understands how inertia, gravity, friction, mass and force affect 

motion. 

 understands how friction affects an object in motion. 
 knows that objects do not change their motion unless acted upon by 

an outside force. 
 

 

HOW LIVING THINGS INTERACT WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT 
The student… 
 understands the various roles of single-celled organisms in the 

environment. 

 knows ways in which protists interact with plants and animals in the 

environment. 

 knows how changes in the environment affect organisms (ex., some 

organisms move in, others move out; some organisms survive and 

reproduce, others die). 

 knows that green plants use carbon dioxide, water and sunlight 

energy to turn minerals and nutrients into food for growth, 

maintenance and reproduction. 
 

PROCESSES OF LIFE 
The student… 
 understands how body systems interact (ex., how bones and 

muscles work together for movement). 

 uses magnifying tools to identify similar cells and different kinds of 

structures. 
 

NATURE OF SCIENCE 
The student… 
 knows that it is important to keep accurate records and 

descriptions to provide information and clues on causes of 

discrepancies in repeated experiments. 

 knows that a successful method to explore the natural world is to 

observe and record, and then analyze and communicate the results. 

 knows that to work collaboratively, all team members should be 

free to reach, explain and justify their own individual conclusions. 

 knows that to compare and contrast observations and results is an 

essential skill in science. 

 knows that a model of something is different from the real thing, 

but can be used to learn something about the real thing. 

 knows that natural events are often predictable and logical. 

 understands that people, alone or in groups, invent new tools to 

solve problems to do work that affects aspects of life outside of 

science. 

 knows that data are collected and interpreted in order to explain an 

event or concept. 

 knows that before a group of people build something or try 

something new, they should determine how it may affect other 

people. 

 know that, through the use of scientific processes and knowledge, 

people can solve problems, make decisions and from new ideas. 

 

Ideas for helping your child at home 
Language Arts 
 Encourage your child to share and discuss books that he/she has read. 

 Attend plays or movies and compare/contrast them to book versions of the same story.  Discuss how characters, setting and plot were 

adapted from the book to screen or stage. 

 Encourage your child to write to you in a family journal or diary and then respond. 

Mathematics 
 Help your child calculate different dates and elapsed time on a calendar using days, weeks, months and years. 

 When cooking allow your child to experiment with fractions by choosing appropriate measuring cups and spoons to determine amounts 

needed for recipes. 

Science 
 Go stargazing in your own backyard or a spot away from city lights.  See how many constellations and planets you can recognize. 

 Humans have very useful thumbs.  Try taping your thumbs down across the palms of your hands.  Now try some every day activities such as 

eating and writing. 

 Touch a rubber band to your forehead.  Now rapidly stretch the rubber band.  Once again, touch it to your forehead.  Discuss how the 

mechanical energy created by stretching the rubber band has turned into heat energy. 

 Students must meet 80% of the criteria to be promoted to the sixth grade. 


